
PROGRAM 
The WHM jigsaw – bringing  
the pieces together 
VERSION 27/08/2026 

Day One Tuesday 1 September 2026 
Qantas Campus 
WHM: the international perspective 

0730-0830 REGISTRATION  
MEET & GREET  
Coffee cart sponsor: One Reg

0830 - 1030 WELCOME AND KEYNOTE SPEAKER/S 
Moderator: Ash McAlpine | AAWHG Chair 

0830-0845 Welcome to country 
SPONSOR: AAWHG

0845-9000 Forum opening 
Andrew Monagahan, Chief Risk Officer Qantas

0900-0915 Welcome and Overview of AAWHG Activities  
Forum theme 
Ash McAlpine | AAWHG Chair 

0915-0945 Margo Marchbank, AAWHG executive: In conversation with: Dr Richard Dolbeer 
author of ‘Life on the wild side’

0945-1030 Keynote address – Dr Richard Dolbeer ‘Bird strikes during approach and climb: the 
need for innovative management strategies’

1030-1100 MEET & GREET - MORNING TEA 
SPONSORS: Biodiversity Australia Aviation

1100-1230 SESSION TWO ‘What is the data telling us?’ 
Moderator: AAWHG executive

1100-1130 Kira Smith - Australian Transport Safety Bureau – ‘Wildlife strike database’

1130-1200 Dan Parsons – ‘Non-collision events within the FAA wildlife strike database’

1200-1230 Phil Shaw – Update on the ‘Serious accident database’

1230-1330 MEET & GREET - LUNCH 
SPONSOR: Honourable Company of Air Pilots

1330-1500 SESSION THREE ‘You can’t manage what you don’t know’ DNA and bird ID 
Moderator: Deputy chair AAWHG 

1330-1415 James Whatton – A recent ‘very detailed and puzzling case’. The work of the US 
Smithsonian Museum’s Feather Identification Lab



Day Two Wednesday 2 September 
Qantas Campus 
WHM: the national perspective 

1415-1445 Dr Matthew Lott – Update on the Australian Museum’s DNA ID program

1445-1500 Q&A

1500-1530 MEET & GREET – AFTERNOON TEA

1530-1700 SESSION FOUR ‘Wildlife/human conflict; achieving the balance’ 
Moderator: AAWHG Executive 

1530-1600 Dr Jeff McKee – Avian flu management 

1600-1630 Ng Yan Ze – Changi Airport

1630-1700 Christopher Wee – Mastermark: ‘Managing wildlife risks across critical phases of 
flight and different aircraft types’

1700-1715 Close of day one (& group photo) 
Ash Mc Alpine | AAWHG Chair

1800 Informal networking, nearby venue

0800-0825 TEA & COFFEE 
Coffee cart sponsor: OneReg

0825-0830 INTRO TO DAY 2

0830-1000 SESSION FIVE ‘SMS and wildlife hazard management’

0830-0915 Mike Hutchinson – BAVS Consulting. SMS and wildlife hazard management

0915-1000 Julio Slayo – Aerodromes Inspector CASA. Balancing regulatory needs with airport 
operational demands.

1000-1030 MEET & GREET – MORNING TEA 
SPONSOR: Flight Safety Foundation

1030-1130 SESSION SIX ‘Firearms and pyrotechnics – understanding the risk’

1030-1100 Stuart Butler and Steve Noy – Biodiversity Australia Aviation ‘Understanding how 
pyrotechnics can reduce strike risk’ and ‘Effective and safe use of pyrotechnics 
airside’. 

1100-1130 Andrew Munn – Inloc Group ‘Firearms – understanding the risk’

1130-1230 SESSION SEVEN ‘Technology for wildlife hazard management’ 
Moderator: Dan Parsons

1130-1200  Tom Ashover – Brisbane Airport AI wildlife monitoring trial

1200-1230  Sara Nožková – Flox ‘Speaking the language of wildlife: AI bioacoustics for safer 
airports’

1230-1330 MEET & GREET – LUNCH  
SPONSOR: Inloc Group



Day Three Thursday 3 September 
Qantas Campus 

WHM: engaging stakeholders

1330-1345 Dr Matthew Lott – Australian Museum tour briefing 

1400-1500 Travel to Australian Museum College St Sydney 

1500-1730 Australian Museum tours

1800-2000 EVENING NETWORKING FUNCTION  
Presentation of Hall of Fame inductee/s and the Maggies awards 
Harbourview room, Australian Museum rooftop 
SPONSOR: Avisure

0730-0830 MEET & GREET  
Coffee cart sponsor: One Reg

0830 - 1030 SESSION EIGHT ‘Engaging off-airport stakeholders’ 
Moderator: Ash McAlpine | AAWHG Chair

0830-0900  Tyler Rogers – Avisure ‘Off-airport wildlife management around Western Sydney 
International Airport’

0900-0930  Dr Jessica Meade – Western Sydney University ‘Flying-fox monitoring using 
emerging technologies’.

0930-1000 ‘Team Thailand’ – Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand

1000-1030 MEET & GREET - MORNING TEA

1030-1230 SESSION NINE ‘Case studies’ 
Moderator: AAWHG executive

10.30-1100 Nick Bloor/Dr Sheldon Navie - IVM ‘Darwin international Airport’

1100-1130 Chris Perry – Aviology. ‘Applying targeted, meaningful mitigation through 
deployment of innovative technology and stakeholder engagement’.

1130-1200 Andrea Dobson Eurobodalla Shire Council NSW Airport Operations Coordinator – 
ARO training

1200-1230 OneReg – report on trial of data sharing with airports 

1230-1330 MEET & GREET - LUNCH

1330-1500 SESSION TEN ‘Bringing the pieces together: operators, airports, pilots and 
ATC’ 
Moderator: AAWHG 

1330-1400 Captain Sadikin Abdurachman - Air Asia

1400-1430 Mitchell Hows - Airservices Australia 

1430-1500 Steve  Buchanan - Qantas 

1500-1530 MEET & GREET – AFTERNOON TEA



1530-1600	 SESSION ELEVEN — 
	 	 Moderator: AAWHG Executive 

1530-1600 Closing session: ‘Bringing the jigsaw together’. Lessons learned from the 2026 
conference, and future implications

1600-1615	 CONFERENCE CLOSE 
	 	 Ash McAlpine – AAWHG Chair


