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Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) 
and Airport Field Staff 

Disclaimer
This document provides general operational guidance only. It is intended to 
assist airport personnel in recognising wildlife events that may warrant further 
assessment or reporting. It does not replace legislation, regulatory requirements, 
airport procedures, aircraft manufacturer instructions, or advice issued by 
relevant government authorities. Airports, aerodrome operators and aircraft 
operators remain responsible for complying with applicable aviation safety, 
biosecurity and work health and safety requirements. Where official government 
advice differs from this guide, the official advice takes precedence.

Why this sheet?
H5N1 has now reached Australia.  
This information sheet replaces AAWHG 
Information Sheet #3 dated 11 Nov 2025 and 
provides practical guidance for airport field 
personnel who encounter sick birds, dead 
birds or wildlife strike remains. It should be 
read with the airport emergency, wildlife and 
biosecurity procedures.

Current Australian situation
Australia confirmed the detection of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b on 20 June 2026. 
Since then, detections have been confirmed in wild seabirds 
in Western Australia (brown skuas and giant petrels), South 
Australia (brown skuas, giant petrels and a greater crested 
tern), and New South Wales (giant petrels). The detection 
in the greater crested terns confirmed local transmission 
beyond oceanic seabirds.

At the time of publication, there was no evidence of mass 
mortality, infection in poultry or spread into the wider 
agriculture industry.

The situation is dynamic. Additional detections may occur in 
other Australian states and territories, and national, state and 
territory alert levels and advice may change as surveillance 
continues.

What is avian influenza?
Avian influenza (bird flu) is a contagious viral disease of 
domestic and wild birds. The current H5N1 strain can cause 
severe disease and death in many bird species and has also 
infected mammals. Human infection remains uncommon, 
but people with close, unprotected exposure to infected 
animals or contaminated material are at greater risk.

What to look for
•	 Multiple sick or dead birds in one area, especially seabirds, 

waterbirds, gulls, terns, ducks, geese, swans or raptors.

•	 Sudden or unexplained deaths not consistent with 
aircraft strike, vehicle collision, poisoning, electrocution or 
shooting.

•	 Coughing, sneezing, breathing difficulty, tremors, loss 
of coordination, diarrhoea, swollen head/eyes, unusual 
posture or inability to fly.

•	 Sick or dead mammals, particularly marine mammals or 
predators/scavengers, near affected birds.

•	 The presence of species that may not usually be seen in 
the area.

Emergency Animal Disease Hotline: 
1800 675 888.

Red flags - treat as suspected H5N1
•	 A cluster of dead or very sick birds or other wildlife.

•	 A single dead waterbird, seabird or raptor with no obvious 
strike trauma.

•	 A sick bird on the movement area showing neurological or 
respiratory signs.

•	 Unusual blood, regurgitation, diarrhoea, wounds or 
abnormal feather condition.

•	 Strike remains or carcasses requiring aerosol-generating 
cleaning.

DO NOT TOUCH OR MOVE A SUSPECTED CARCASS

unless immediate removal is essential for aviation safety 
and authorised trained personnel are following the enhanced 
procedure on page 2.

Immediate response
1. STOP AND ISOLATE: Keep people, vehicles and animals 
away. Do not walk through droppings, fluids or feathers.

2. RECORD FROM A SAFE DISTANCE: Take photographs 
or video; record date/time, exact location or GPS, species/
description, number affected and visible signs. Do not get 
closer solely to identify the bird.

3. REPORT IMMEDIATELY: Notify Airport Operations/Wildlife/
Biosecurity and call the 24-hour Emergency Animal Disease 
Hotline: 1800 675 888. Follow state or territory instructions.

4. CONTROL THE SITE: Minimise personnel. Where 
operationally practicable, keep vehicles away, use one access/
exit route and approach with the wind behind you.

5. SICK LIVE BIRDS: Do not handle or transport to a wildlife 
carer. Use non-contact dispersal only if necessary for aviation 
safety.
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SAFE HANDLING, PPE AND 
DECONTAMINATION
PPE
Only trained, authorised personnel should 
handle suspected H5N1 carcasses. Wear 
PPE before entering the contaminated 
area and remove it without touching 
contaminated outer surfaces.

PPE item Minimum requirement
Gloves – Disposable nitrile gloves. For suspected H5N1, 
use double gloves: long examination gloves underneath and 
nitrile gloves outside.

Respiratory – Fit-checked P2/N95 respirator. Mandatory 
for suspected H5N1, decomposed carcasses and aerosol-
generating work.

Eyes/face – Safety glasses or face shield where splashes, 
dust, fluids, decomposition or maggots may be present.

Clothing – Disposable coveralls or waterproof outer 
clothing/apron that protects skin and uniform.

Footwear – Rubber or waterproof boots that can be cleaned 
and disinfected.

Small carcass - enhanced procedure
1. Protect the vehicle/cargo area with a tarpaulin and 
prepare a rigid esky or dedicated collection container.

2. Check gloves for damage. Put on long inner gloves, then 
outer nitrile gloves. Approach with the wind behind you and 
avoid fluids.

3. Turn a strong plastic bag inside out. Put a gloved hand 
inside the inverted bag and use only the bag interior to grasp 
the carcass.

4. Move away from the contaminated spot, pull the bag over 
the carcass with the opening facing down, and keep the 
clean outside from contacting the carcass.

5. Expel excess air away from yourself and others. Seal with 
a goose-neck closure and cable tie.

6. If the bag exterior is contaminated, apply an approved 
disinfectant. Place it into a second bag; put the removed 
outer gloves inside the second bag and seal it.

7. Label with date, species/description and exact collection 
location. Place in the esky or dedicated container.

8. Remove remaining PPE safely. Wash hands with soap 
and water or use 3-5 mL alcohol-based hand sanitiser when 
handwashing is unavailable.

Storage and disposal
•	 Follow instructions from the state/territory animal health 

authority or airport biosecurity contact. A suspected 
carcass may be required for testing - do not dispose of it 
until authorised.

•	 Store sealed carcasses in a secure, dedicated carcass 
freezer or esky. Never store food or drink in that freezer. 
Note that diseases can remain virulent even after 
freezing.

•	 Keep the outside of bags, eskies and vehicles clean. 
Maintain a collection record and chain of custody where 
samples may be required.

•	 Use an approved waste contractor, rendering service 
or other disposal method authorised by the relevant 
authority and airport procedure.

Decontamination
•	 First remove visible organic matter using detergent and 

water; disinfectant is less effective on dirty surfaces.

•	 Then apply an approved virucidal disinfectant at the 
concentration and contact time stated on the product 
label and airport procedure.

•	 Clean and disinfect reusable boots, safety glasses, tools, 
eskies, containers and vehicle surfaces after collection.

•	 Place single-use PPE and contaminated waste in sealed 
bags for disposal as directed. Perform hand hygiene 
immediately after PPE removal.

Strike remains and aircraft cleaning
Treat strike remains as potentially infectious. Engineers and 
cleaners should wear gloves, eye protection and a P2/N95 
respirator, particularly inside engines, enclosed spaces or 
when material is dry or decomposed.

•	 Do not use compressed air or high-pressure hoses on 
bird material.

•	 Use wet cleaning methods that minimise splashing, dust 
and aerosols.

•	 Ventilate enclosed work areas and restrict access during 
cleaning.

Large carcasses
Do not attempt to handle a large carcass alone. Use at 
least two trained personnel and a heavy-duty tarpaulin 
or large biohazard bag. Follow the same clean/dirty 
separation, double-glove, closure, labelling, transport and 
decontamination principles. Seek authority instructions 
before movement whenever aviation safety allows.

IF YOU FEEL UNWELL OR THINK YOU HAVE BEEN 
EXPOSED

If you think you may have been exposed to avian influenza, 
seek medical advice immediately. Do not wait for symptoms 
to develop.

If fever, cough, sore throat, difficulty breathing, conjunctivitis 
or other flu-like symptoms develop within 10 days of 
exposure, notify your supervisor and seek medical advice 
promptly. Tell the clinician that you handled, or were in close 
contact with, a sick or dead bird or contaminated material.

Reporting
Airport Operations / Wildlife / Biosecurity: 
immediately
Emergency Animal Disease Hotline:  
1800 675 888 (24 hours)


