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Whoops – was that runway too short?





So how do you get to this?



Well … it’s not hard really

“Sanitary” landfill at St Peters 1976 Botany Bay northern shore



March 1975

• over 1,500 silver gulls cross 
runway 16/34 each morning

• approximately 3,000 
counted in the vicinity 
(nearby foreshore)

75% of gull strikes occurred on 
a rainy day

54% of gull strikes occurred at 
night



Solutions – 1970’s Style

Falconry



Falcons could not be 
flown:

• on rainy days

• for a number of days 
following rain

• early in the morning

• at night or

• in high winds

https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/news/2021-birds-of-prey-rewilding-adelaide

The average TOTAL daily flight time of the 8 falcons that 
were available to fly in April 1976 was 16.6 minutes



… only 30,000 a year
… at Sydney Airport



Apart from the obvious, you really need to know

who’s who and what’s what

Alison Rowell using comparison microscope to identify 
feather fragments



Feather photomicrographs

from Brom, T.G., 1991. The Diagnostic and Phylogenetic Significance of Feather Structures. Academisch Proefschrift, Universiteit van Amsterdam 



Diet Analysis: Plant identification / prey species?

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/A-B-Two-bird-species-investigated-in-this-study-Streptopelia-
orientalis-A-and_fig3_348629237/downloadfrom Burbidge, N.T. & M. Gray, 1970. Flora of the ACT. ANU Press



And you need to change the environment



Of course, you may also have to talk to the
neighboursOffal anyone?

Black Kites & Pied Herons



Brisbane International Airport



the floodway





the mangroves

Floodway banks stabilised 
with 10m wide benches of 
mangroves
Avicennia marina 
Rhizophora stylosa



https://ecoeducationservice.org.au/resources/waterway-health/mangroves/

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Avicennia
_marina._Grey_Mangrove%2C_Sydney_Olympic_Park.jpg

Eliminating tidal mudflats



and the forest

800 hectares of 
Swamp She-0ak
Casuarina glauca 
forest plantation



… not to mention
drainage, landscaping and building design



Past, Present, Future?

Some things never change:

Quality data (including wildlife monitoring) and 
science

Involvement of airport operations and 
management

Independent audit


