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What does the historical data tell us 
about bird strikes, harassment and 
culling airside?

Despite active management 
(harassment, culling etc) 
wildlife related safety 
incidents are on the rise.

Rather than relying on the same 
reactive strategies, some airports 
are adopting an unconventional 
and innovative approach.
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The IVM Group

We help make airside vegetation less 

attractive to wildlife and easier to manage 

in a sustainable way.



Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM)
is a site-specific science based program
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Award Winning Research

3 year international research 
project (2008-2011)

Trial sites in airports, parks, 
roadsides and utility 
easements

National awards for innovation 
and sustainability
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Darwin International Airport (DIA) 
recorded the highest bird strike rate 
in the country from 2006-2015

DARWIN AIRPORT

The Problem:

Historically DIA reports between 

70 to 100 confirmed strikes each 

year. On average DIA had a rate of 

11.15 strikes per 10,000 aircraft 

movements for the decade 

between 2006 and 2015
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IVM Program 
2020-22

• Vegetation survey 

• Agronomic assessment 

• Stakeholder workshops

• Selective insect & weed control 

• Scientific monitoring 
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Bird Strike Rate

49% reduction 
in bird strike 

rate in last two 
years
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Birds Counted

44% reduction 
in birds counted 

in last two
years
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44% reduction 
in birds counted 

in last two
years
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Birds Harassed

30% reduction in 
birds harassed in 

last two years
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Large influx of 
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Species 2017-2020 2020-2022 Change

Australian Pratincoles 34.0 36.0 +6%

Bush Stone Curlews 61.3 12.5 -80%

Kites 9.7 3.0 -69%

Little Corellas 101.7 10.5 -90%

Masked Lapwings 75.7 25.5 -66%

Others 30.0 5.5 -82%

Birds Culled (per year)
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of Desirable & 
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Areas in Apr 22
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Is an IVM Program 
the right approach 

for you? 

Safety 1st

Efficiency Dividends 2nd

Change required…
from reactive to proactive 
from lag to lead indicators 

A whole of team approach 
& long-term commitment

Lessons Learned



Thank you


