
Wildlife Hazard Management
Southern Black-Backed Gulls at Wellington

Airport
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Wellington Airport

Overview

• Built on 110 hectares of land

• Situated 9km from the CBD

• 6.5 million passengers annually

• Domestic aviation hub

• 250 average flights per day

• Flights per week to Australia, Fiji and Singapore
totalling 1.1 million seats a year

• Famous for our wind and impressive cross
wind landings
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Our environment plays a big part
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Our environment plays a big part
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Our environment plays a big part
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Current risk level

Wellington listed as ‘low’ by NZ CAA Bird Incident Rate Reports
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How do we compare with other airports?
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Current risk level

Wellington listed as ‘low’ by CAA bird incident rate reports
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High risk species

Black-backed gull
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High risk species

Black-backed gull
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How black-backed gulls affect us
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BBG

Management 
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Strategy to target black-backed gulls

Creating an advisory group
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GPS and colour-marking program
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High risk species

Black-backed gull
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Colour-marking program



Colour-marking program
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Colour-marking program
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Colour-marking program
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Colour-marking program
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Colour-marking program
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GPS tracking
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GPS tracking
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BBG Management Plan
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What are we doing to manage BBG risk and post-project?

Black-backed gull

• Continuing to utilise all of the standard best practice measures including 
BBG monitoring and culling, following trend analysis of data

• Use the data to liaise with landfill owners on what they can do to better 
to reduce BBG numbers – particularly the Southern landfill

• Continue to engage with the Black-Backed Gull Working Group
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• Bird scaring devices on roofs and buildings

• Comprehensive turf management
(AVANEX half grass islands sown)

• Regular patrols and monitoring of manoeuvring
area- pyrotechnics

• Wildlife Hazard risk/threat is a considered
factor in all civil works projects

• Member of the NZ National Wildlife Working
Group and Australian Wildlife Hazard
Management Groups

• Review WHMP annually

• External training provided to airport
stakeholders

• Education/letter drops to members of
the public

• Annual monitoring and reporting of BBG’s

• Partnering with DOC egg oiling/pricking
on Sommes and Matiu Islands

What else are we doing to manage wildlife risk?
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Thank you
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