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Overview 



• Adelaide Airport started looking at the possibility of 

trialling a bird scaring laser in June 2014 

• Discussions were held with SA Police who 

authorised the use in July 2014 

• Two units were imported into Australia for trial in 

September from the Bird Control Group in the 

Netherlands 

• Development of Risk Assessment, Safe Work 

Instructions with training occurred in Sept 2014 

•  Trial commenced in October 2014 

 

Trial Timeline 



Summary Offences Regulations Part 5(o) laser pointer – greater than one 

milliwatt = prohibited weapon. 

Summary Offences Act Schedule 2 -  Exempt Persons – prohibited weapons 

– Part 2 – Exemptions 

6—Business purposes 

A person is an exempt person for the purposes of an offence of use or 

possession of a prohibited weapon under section 21F(1)(b) of this Act if the 

person uses or has possession of a prohibited weapon in the course of 

conducting his or her business or in the course of his or her employment, 

provided that— 

(a)   the use or possession of the weapon is reasonably required for that 

purpose; and 

(b)  the use or possession of the weapon is not in the course or for the 

purpose of manufacturing, selling, distributing, supplying or otherwise dealing 

in the weapon. 

 

 

Police Exemption SA Firearms Act 



Currently in used at : 

• Southampton Airport 

• Schiphol Airport 

• Parafield Airport 

• Adelaide Airport 

• Khartoum Airport 

• Changi Airport? 

 

 

 

Airports 



The Handheld Aerolaser 



Aerolaser Specifications 



Laser will automatically cut off if pointed above the angle selected 

which prevents shining the laser into aircraft, building and vehicles. 

Horizon Safety System 



Operation 



Operation 

Source Bird Control Group  



Results 
Species Risk Affective Variable Little/No Affect 

Australian White Ibis H 

Australian Magpie H 

Magpie Larks L 

Pacific Black Duck H 

Little Raven M 

Domestic Pigeon H 

Galah H 

Lapwing Plovers M 

Long Billed Corella M 

Little Corella H 

Silver Gull H 

Affective = Works all the time 
Variable = Works sometimes in certain conditions 
Little or no affect= No change in behaviour 



• Not as affective on bright sunny 

days on the variable species 

• Better in low light (early 

morning) or overcast days 

• Grass height can affect ability to 

focus the beam 

• With the greater range of the 

laser allows harassment to 

occur outside of the flight strip or 

undershoot areas 

Effectiveness Factors 



Other Safety Considerations 

• Use Safety Pin/ Lens cap 

• Laser beam never pointed towards reflective 

surfaces  

• We don’t allow use from inside vehicle 

• Laser inwards from the boundary fence 

 

 

 

 



Adelaide Airport has found the Aero laser to be very 

affective on particular species and is a good additional 

tool  in support of the use of pyrotechnics, live shot and 

other harassment methods. 

Conclusion 

http://birdcontrolgroup.com/ 



Thankyou and any Questions? 




