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Lessons learnt from 19 years of  

managing Australian white ibis 



Overview 

Å Australian white ibis ï friend or foe 

Å On- versus off-airport 

Å Integrated management 

Å Management strategies for Australian white ibis  

Å 19 years . . . whatôs been accomplished 

 



Australian white ibis ï  

friend or foe 
Å 1 of 3 native ibis in Australia 

Å Protected species 

Å Generalist 

 

Figure  Distribution map for Australian 

white ibis. Source: Atlas of Living Australia 

(accessed 2014). 



Australian white ibis ï  

friend or foe 

ÅNatural habitat ï wetlands 

ÅHundreds to thousands in one 

colony 

ÅNests between July and March 

 

ÅBreeding pair usually produce 

one or two young per year 

ÅNaturally semi-nomadic 

 

 



Australian white ibis ï  

friend or foe 

Qantas estimated that a 1995 Airbus A300 bird strike involving 

a 2 kg ibis at Gold Coast Airport cost the company $8 million. 

This included engine replacement, downtime and schedule 

changes (Learmount 2007). 



Australian white ibis ï  

friend or foe 



Australian white ibis ï  

friend or foe 

ÅPopulations will grow 

exponentially until a limiting 

resource is exhausted. 

ÅAverage population growth rate 

of 1.5% results in doubling 

population in approximately 50 

years. 

ÅWithout ongoing management 

the Gold/Tweed Coast ibis 

population would have 

continued to increase. 1996/97 

population (3,755) ibis to 5,060 

in 1997/98.  Source: Pierre Sutherland - http://jwilson.coe.uga.edu 

http://jwilson.coe.uga.edu/


On- versus off-airport 

 



On- versus off-airport 

 



Integrated management 

Development of the Ibis Management Coordination Group (IMCG) 

What did (and do) we hope to accomplish? 

IMCG Airport 

Councils 

State 
government 

Wildlife  
Parks 

Conservation  
groups 

Airlines 



Management strategies 

Å Restricting access to anthropogenic food sources 

Å Restricting breeding success 

Å Vegetation management 

Å Monitoring 

Å Regional ibis management 

Å Research 

 



Restricting anthropogenic  
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Restricting anthropogenic  
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Restricting anthropogenic  

food sources 



Breeding restriction 


