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RACING PIGEONS & AVIATION

... a compatible mix ?
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On 215t May 2015, an Embraer ERJ190
was en-route, YBPN-YBBN

Approx. 30min prior to arrival, the
crew commenced descent for RWY 01
at Brisbane (YBBN)

At approx 180-200ft on final, the a/c
encountered a large flock of
birds (30 to 40), thought to be pigeons

The a/c was believed to have had
multiple strikes on fuselage and
engines

The crew advised ATC and landed
safely at approx. 1040
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Six carcasses were recovered; along with five leg

identification rings; location of 6™ ring unknown

The details retrieved on the leg bands enabled Brisbane

- Airport Corporation (BAC) to contact the owner of the birds

When advised of the incident, the owner indicated that the
pigeons were released at the Australia Zoo and were
headed towards Capalaba as part of a training flight

The bird owner was advised of the threat wildlife poses to
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aircraft operations at the airports

This route crosses two airports



... the result...

{The aircraft was o

costs to the airline. AAWHG

USTRALIAN AVIATION
WILDLIFE HAZARD GROUP

* This created signif






... $0... Racing Pigeons & Aviation
... a compatible mix ?

... a race may
involve the
release of 2500
birds... over a
500km route...
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Specific Case-study Actions to Date

= BAC opened dialogue with CASA to advise of the concern & seek info
> BAC & Virgin met with QRPF personnel to openly discuss the matter

=~ Initial recommendations included...

- Birds not to be released within 15km’s of Brisbane Airport
~» Ensure the flight path of a planned race does not cross Brisbane Airport

2 Notify the Airside Operations Centre of planned races including estimated race time
and number of birds that could potentially cross the airport in order for a NOTAM to

be raised.

» The use of plasticileg bands to minimise potential damage ;_1
in the case of engine ingestion AAWHG )
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Specific Case-study Actions to Date

> CASA has initiated a Safety Risk Profile — ‘Pigeon Racing in the
Vicinity of Aerodromes’to consider the issue in a national context

- ldentified at least 3 other airports who have had similar
occurrences in recent years

> ...but what is a Safety Risk Profile ?
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CASA Safety Risk Management Construct
- SYSTEM Risk Profile casAalcty lan casa
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Safety Risk Profile —
Pigeon Racing in the Vicinity of Aerodromes

> Previously unidentified and hence unquantified risk

= Multiple challenges:

B
)
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‘recreational’ | ‘enthusiast’| ‘hobbyist’ based activity/sport
Largely unregulated
No National Codes of Practice nor Authority

Approvals/regulation/guidance will likely reside with ;_a-
local Council jurisdictions AAWHG
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Questions ?
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