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What Does A Pitot 
Probe Actually Do? 



It tells the pilots the airspeed 

of the aircraft under their 

control. 



How Does it Work? 



Modern Jetliners Typically Have 3 
Independent Pitot Systems. Why? 

Pitot System 



/ŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΣ CƛǊǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
Auxiliary Probes 



Why is Airspeed Indication important? 
 
Å Flying aircraft at the correct speed is critical for safe flight 

 
Å Lǘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ψ!ƛǊ 5ŀǘŀ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƴ-board computers 

 
Å Without airspeed information we fly blind! 



Quantify the Risk to Safety of Flight? 

4.6 



Photo taken by a Qantas Engineer 29/03/2015.  

Approximately 10 minutes after aircraft arrival. 





1:28hr 



BAC Response 
 

Inspections 
Pilot study 
Full study 



Actions Taken 
ÅNOTAM raised  

ÅPreliminary investigation report 

ÅStakeholder awareness meetings  

ÅIncreased pest inspections to fortnightly 

ÅMud wasp issue presented at various forums 
including LRST, Airside Safety Committee & 
WWG. 

ÅIncreased pest inspections to weekly including 
GA precinct.  



ÅWeekly wasp nesting activity updates to 
stakeholders 

   
ÅMud wasp pilot study  
 
ÅFull Mud wasp research study   

 
ÅQantas elects for mandatory pitot cover 

policy for all affected transiting/long stay 
aircraft. 

Actions Taken 





North end DTB/Qantas 

South end DTB/TSB/Virgin 

International terminal 

Current Areas of Treatment 

GA 

Source: Nearmaps 
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Wasp Biology 
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Black Mud-nesting Wasp II - Paralastor sp. 

Wasp Biology 


