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1. Outline 

RECOMMENDED 

PRACTICE 

Disclaimer: This Recommended Practice has been developed by the Australian 

Aviation Wildlife Hazard Group. 

All material contained in this documented is provided for information only. 

The use of and or the taking of any action in reliance on this information, 

by any person or entity, is entirely at their own risk. 

Any outcome as a result of action or reliance on this information is the 

sole responsibility of the user and not of the Australian Aviation Wildlife 

Hazard Group. 

TRAINING AND COMPETENCY: FLIGHT CREW 



1. Outline 

1.1 This Recommended Practice (RP) 

aims to provide the aviation industry, in 

particular air operators, with information 

on how pilots can minimise their risk 

of wildlife strikes.  

  

(Note: The AAHWG believes that wildlife 

strike education for ab- initio pilots 

should be integrated into the PPL, CPL, 

MPL and ATPL Competency Based 

Training syllabi in due course.) 
  



Intention 

It is intended that the practices outlined in this document will be utilised to 
develop: 

  
• Education for pilots and aircraft operators in the tools, techniques 

and procedures available to minimise the likelihood of a wildlife 
strike occurring; and 
 

• Education for pilots and aircraft operators in the tools, techniques and 
procedures available to minimise the consequence of wildlife strike 
should it occur. 

 

 



Initial Syllabus 

 

• Roles, responsibilities and legal 
framework 

• History and current status of 
wildlife strike 

• Wildlife identification and 
behaviour 

• Factors affecting the 
probability of wildlife collision 
with aircraft 

 

• Factors affecting the 
consequence of wildlife 
collision with aircraft 

• Detecting, assessing and 
analysing wildlife strike risk 

• Mitigating the wildlife risk 
• Communications and 

Reporting 
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Whilst a formal refresher training syllabus has not yet been developed, a 
refresher training program should be provided periodically to ensure 
adequate knowledge by the flight crew in the points above is maintained. 
 



Standard Operating Procedures 
 

“Operator’s SOPs to include: 
 

4. The procedure to follow if bird activity is reported by 
ATC and/or on the ATIS dependent on whether it is a 
general or specific report; for example “Birds in the 
Vicinity”; “Black Kites observed at threshold of Runway 
29”. 

5. The procedures to be carried out following a bird strike; 
for example to land in the event of a bird strike, if the 
significant damage is sustained or unknown; to continue 
if minor or no damage is sustained.” 

 
(Note: these procedures will vary from operator to operator 
dependent on its own risk assessment and SMS.) 

 



Previous Report from Cairns Airport-De-identified 

WITH AIRCRAFT CALL SIGN XYZ10 ON 4NM FINAL, AIRCRAFT CALL 

SIGN  ABC12 ADVISED BATS WERE OBSERVED OVER THE 15 

THRESHOLD.  

 

THIS WAS RELAYED TO XYZ10.  

 

AFTER LANDING XYZ10  ADVISED THEY HAD A BAT STRIKE ON 

APPROXIMATELY 200FT FINAL, OUTSIDE THE AERODROME 

BOUNDARY.  

RESULT-BAT STRIKE! 



Cairns Airport-Pilots Do the Right Thing! 



Cairns Airport-Pilots Do the Right Thing! 



Conclusions 

 

WILDLIFE STRIKES ARE NOT 

INEVITABLE 

 

TIMELY INFORMATION AND 

PATIENCE PAY-OFF 

 

INFORMED FLIGHT CREW CAN 

MITIGATE STRIKES! 




