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ABOUT THE AAWHG 



HISTORY 

1. 2002 ATSB Research Report: 

2. Working Group 

formed in 2003 

3. Name change in 

2007 

4. Formal recognition 

in 2010 



OUR VISION: 

A leading advocate of 
aviation wildlife risk 
mitigation 



OUR MISSION: 

To influence the aviation 
industry to achieve a 
measurable reduction in 
wildlife related incidents 



About the AAWHG 

OBJECTIVES 

• Raise awareness 

• Promote industry best practice 

• Consult with government to develop effective policy 

• Communicate with similar groups e.g. WBA, US-BSC 

• Develop guidance material 

• Encourage training for personnel 

• Disseminate information:  www.aawhg.org  

• Guide future research & direction 

http://www.aawhg.org/


About the AAWHG 

GOVERNANCE 

• Statement of Purpose and Charter 

• Strategic Plan 2016 – 2020 

• Available at www.aawhg.org  

http://www.aawhg.org/


EXECUTIVE AND GROUP 
MEMBERSHIP 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHANGES 

OUTGOING OFFICE BEARERS 

• Secretariat – Dr Rebecca Johnson (Australian Museum) 
(2006 – 2015) 

• Treasurer – Ash McAlpine (CASA) (2008 – 2015) 

• Deputy Chair & AAA Rep – Jill Brix (TSV) (2012 – 2015) 

• Chair – Wendy Weir (BNE) (2012 – 2015) 



Executive Committee 

2016 OFFICE BEARERS 

Chair – Aaron Pond (BNE) 

Secretariat – Dr Melissa Danks 

(Australian Museum) 

Treasurer - Charles Davies (CASA) 

Information Officer- Mark Bucksey 

(CASA) 

Forum Coordinator – Jeff Follett 

(Avisure) 

MEMBERS 

AAA -  Nomination Open 

Airlines – Fiona Ryan (VA), Laurie 

Taylor (JQ), Carl Vandersyde (QF) 

Airservices - David Wiman 

AusALPA - Brian Greeves & Owen 

Wilson  

ATSB – Dr Thomas Lenne 

Defence - SQNLDR Ross Madsen, 

SQNLDR Catriona Dowling 

DoIRD – Brendan Brann & Annie 

Shumaker 

RAAA -  Rick Heaton 

 

 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHANGES 
NEW CHAIR – AARON POND, BNE 



Membership 
GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

• Open structure 

• Membership defined as: 

• Forum attendance 

• One general meeting per year 

• Active participation 

• Meeting Venues: 

• Aligned with other industry meetings where possible 

• 173 members to date 



ACHIEVEMENTS 



Achievements 

POLICY INITIATIVES 

• Input into the National Airport Safeguarding 
Framework: 
• Guideline C – Managing the Risk of Wildlife 

Strikes in the Vicinity of Airports: 
www.infrastructure.gov.au 

• Assisted CASA with the development of Advisory 
Circular 139-26: 

• Wildlife Hazard Management at Aerodromes 

 

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/


Achievements 

RESEARCH REPORTS 

• 2006 ATSB Research Report on 
the Forensic Identification of 
Aviation Bird Strikes in Australia 

• Australian Museum & Museum 

Victoria 

• 2010 Bird Risk Assessment Model 



Achievements 

TEMPLATES 

• 2011 Wildlife Hazard 
Management Plan Template 

 



Achievements 

RECOMMENDED PRACTICES 

• The AAWHG is developing Recommended 
Practices for aviation wildlife hazard 
management based on: 

• Worldwide practice 

• Local industry knowledge 

• Meeting Australian conditions 

• Identify ‘best practice’ in aviation wildlife hazard 
management in Australia 

• See today’s presentations … 



Recommended Practices 

WHMPs 

AAWHG WHMP 
Template 

AAA Practice 
Notes 

AAWHG 
RPs 

CASA AC 

CASR 
MOS 
139 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER 
GUIDELINES &  
LEGISLATION 



Achievements 

COMMUNICATIONS 

• AAWHG Website:  www.aawhg.org 

• News, Media, Links, Suppliers and Service 
Providers lists 

• World Bird Strike Association engagement  

• Social Media:  www.twitter.com/aawhg  

 

http://www.aawhg.org/
http://www.twitter.com/aawhg


Achievements 

EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

This is our 9th Forum facilitated since 2006 

 

Major Industry Award since 2013  

New Commendation Awards 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by Avisure 

 

 



HOW YOU CAN 
CONTRIBUTE 



How you can contribute to the AAWHG 

THROUGH YOUR PARTICIPATION & SUPPORT 

• Assist with the development of the Recommended 
Practices:  

• Share an existing procedure, policy or knowledge 

of something out there ‘that works’ 

• Continue to attend & promote AAWHG Forums & 
General Meetings 

• Become a Forum Sponsor 

• Provide feedback: info@aawhg.org  

mailto:info@aawhg.org


AWARD PRESENTATIONS 
TONIGHT! 
5PM 



2015 AWARD PRESENTATIONS 

AWARD TYPES 

• Major Industry Award 

• Commendations 

 



2015 AWARD NOMINEES… 

• Airnorth 

• Dave Selby, Brisbane Airport 

• Jason Horton, Mackay Airport 

• Jetstar: Capt Kim Fabian & FO Fiona Overton 

• Karumba Airport 

• Qantas Link: Capt Darren Cousins & FO Nathaniel Scholar 

• Warren Jones, Townsville Airport 




