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Melbourne Airport Wildlife Hazard 
Management Program 
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GOAL 

What do we need to achieve in the next 12 
months?  

  

“To minimise, as far as possible, the risk of damaging wildlife strikes 

occurring at Melbourne Airport and to reduce the 12-month average 

bird/bat strike rate – measured as the confirmed, on/near airport strikes – 

to less than 3.8 per 10 000 ATMs.”  
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Environment – Scope of the Program 

• 830 hectares 
Airside 
 

• 13km Radius 
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Environment – Scope of the Program 
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Targeting Resource 

Dedicated Wildlife Officer 
– 365 days / year 

Airside Safety Night Shift Coverage 

2nd Dedicated Wildlife 
Officer Provided 
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Wildlife Hazard Management Plan 
Resource: 
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Wildlife Hazard Management Plan 
Equipment: 

• Car 5 Equipped with: 

• Shot Gun 

• Bird Frite / Live Ammunition 

• Radio Comms to ATC 

• Binoculars 

• Forms / Checklists / logbook 

• DNA Collection Kit 
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Wildlife Hazard Management Plan 

• Other Equipment: 

• Two Gas Cannons 

• Bird Gard (acoustic deterrent) 

• Insecticide Spraying (Rwy Strips) 

• Endophytic Grass Trials 

• Pickets & Cord – Carcass display 
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Wildlife Hazard Management Plan 
Examples of MEL WHMP Actions: 
• Annual update of WHMP and review by third party 
• WHMC – Meets bi-monthly 
• Maintain and Implement Wildlife Management SOPS (AORM) 
• Maintain Training 
• Monthly Progress Reporting 
• Target high risk species 
• Bird proof buildings / remove wildlife habitats / vermin control 
• Utilising FLIR Cameras at night 
• Review Off Airport planning proposals (within 13km radius)  
• Remove surface water / ponding 
• Targeted herbicide program within runway strips 
• Introducing Infield Mobility for recording data 
• Endophytic grass trials 
• Investigate FOD Radar 

 

 

 

 

Extremely effective 
and will increase this 
part of our WHMP 
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Monitoring Performance 
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Figure 3  12-month average damaging bird/bat strike rate at Melbourne Airport, 
with linear trend line plotted.
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Figure 4 Average number of birds counted at Melbourne Airport

2009-13 2014

Additional Wildlife Officer & Insecticide 
Spraying positive impact 

With higher than normal bird numbers Downward Trend 
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Next Key Steps for out WHMP 

• Increase targeted herbicide program within runway strips 

• Introducing Infield Mobility for recording / reporting data 

• Utilising FLIR Cameras at night 
 

 

 

 Thank You - Questions 
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