
Predator Predator Species Gender Weight Location  Notes   Prey items identified  
Nankeen (Australian) 
Kestrel Falco cenchroides Female 135g 

Brisbane 
airport sub-adult  Lycosidae spp Wolf Spider 

Cattle Egret Ardea ibis Female 340g 
Brisbane 
airport 

Non breeding 
adult Nothing identifiable 

Nankeen (Australian) 
Kestrel Falco cenchroides Male 137g 

Brisbane 
airport Full adult 

Acrididae spp  
Scincidae spp 

1 x Locust wing                      
1 x  small lizard head 

Nankeen (Australian) 
Kestrel Falco cenchroides Male 165g 

Brisbane 
airport 

1130 hrs May 
2011 Nothing identifiable 

White faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae Male 550g 
Brisbane 
airport 

1330 hrs June 
2011 

Teleogryllus spp      
Acrididae spp     
Lycosidae spp 

40 x Black field crickets, 
1 x locust                              
1 x Wolf Spider 
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Morphological study of bird diet 

-     Australian Black Field Cricket 
-     2 species in SE Qld (Teleogryllus commodus)  
                                         (Teleogryllus oceanicus) 
- Eat anything – rotting vegetation, other insects 
-     Soil structure is important  
       (prefer grey/black cracking clays, need shelter by day) 
- Boom /bust cycles (plague numbers) 
- breeding aggregations of adults 
- mass hatchings 



Morphological study of bird diet 

- Australian Black Field Cricket 
- Soil structure is important 
- Rotting vegetable matter 
- Farmers use a baiting program to deal with these crickets 



Morphological study of bird diet 

Silver gull 
(Croicocephalus novaehollandiae) 

Galah 
(Eolophus roseicapilla) 

 



Morphological study of bird diet 

Silver gull 
(Croicocephalus novaehollandiae) 
 
(red-headed pasture-scarab) 
Adults emerge in high numbers late winter/early spring 

Galah 
(Eolophus roseicapilla) 

 



Morphological study of bird diet 

Forest Raven 
(Corvus tasmanicus) 



Morphological study of bird diet 

Forest Raven 
(Corvus tasmanicus) 



Morphological study of bird diet 

Nankeen Kestrel 
(Falco cenchroides)  



What food items do we want to detect? 

Combined data from multiple sources Predator vs prey 
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