
How does avian radar 
work in practice ? 

Detection 
Alarms 
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1 Detection 
 

STEP 1: 
The BDS detects (large & high) 

targets up to 10km, including speed, 
heading & followed trajectory.  
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2 Determine risk 
 

STEP 2: 
Large birds and flocks 

that enter the ‘Bird 
Information Zone’  with 

direction runway are 
marked  
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3 Determine height 
 

STEP 3a: 
When a marked target is 

about to enter the 
‘Critical Zone’ the FMCW 

is pointed … 
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STEP 3b: 
When a marked target is 

about to enter the 
‘Critical Zone’, the FMCW 
is pointed to measure its 
altitude (and wingbeat) 

3 Determine altitude 
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STEP 4: 
An alert is generated 
only when high risk 
targets  enter the 

‘Critical Zone’, crossing 
the runway at a critical 

height. 

4 Generate alarm 
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STEP 5: 
The alert is dispatched 
towards a tablet PC in 

the Bird Control Vehicle 
to take appropriate 

action 

5 Dispatch alarm 
 



 



• An exclusive two-day event for sharing Bird Strike 
Mitigation practices at civil airports.  

• To (1) share experience around the bird radar at 
Schiphol in response to the many inquiries, (2) share 
best practices in general and (3) bring the community 
together.  

• Those responsible for bird strike mitigation at civil 
airports. (Max. 25 people, by personal invitation only)  

• November 13th and 14th 2014 
• Amsterdam Schiphol Airport & Hilton Amsterdam City 

Centre, the Netherlands 
• Amsterdam Schiphol Airport & Robin Radar Systems 
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PRE-ANNOUNCEMENT 
2nd Birdstrike event 



Questions ? 
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