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Our approach
• BAC develops, maintains & audits our WHMP 

internally
• Involves cooperation between Airside Operations 

Division and Environment Division within the 
Operations Group:
– WW has scientific overview and LH has airside operations 

coordination
– Therefore skills internally sourced and encouraged

• This cooperation-based structure works – helps 
elevate wildlife hazard management as a priority 
within the company



Brisbane Airport Facts
Locational Facts:
• Brisbane is Australia's most 

biologically diverse capital city!
• BNE - 2,700 hectare site, largely 

reclaimed land
• Located beside Moreton Bay 

Marine Park and at the end of 
two catchments

• Adjacent to Boondall Wetlands 
and Luggage Point sewage plant

• Important feeding grounds for 
migratory wader birds

• Mangroves & waterways are 
important to commercial & 
recreational fishers



Other Wildlife Hazards

• 6 permanent Flying fox camps within 
13km

• 7 White Ibis colonies
• 4 Putrescible waste facilities
• And then there’s Brisbane Airport …



Vegetation Communities



Brisbane Airport Birds
• BAC ops officers undertake 3 standardized bird 

counts per week = 156 surveys per year
• Average 150-160 birds airside per survey, from 

approx 60 bird species
• Almost 70% of these birds are from 6 species
• And the majority of birds are waders (over 50%)



Problematic Waders
Australian White Ibis Straw‐necked Ibis

White‐faced Herons Cattle Egrets Masked Lapwings



• The next most 
numerous are 
ground foragers: 
magpies, pipits, 
crows & peewees

• And then aerial 
foragers (swallows, 
martins)

• Interestingly, our 
most frequently 
struck species 
(kestrels) are low in 
abundance but high 
in strikes (av. 10 
strikes per year)
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WHMP

• Aim to meet the IBSC Standards 2006
• AAWHG 2009 template
• Allan risk assessment model
• Monthly strike trending of H,M,L risk species:



Monthly wildlife 
hazard updates 
placed on AOC 
noticeboard –
awareness 
raising



Mown “Grasslands”
Species Diversity Structural Complexity

Drainage Issues



Grass Mono Project
• Aims: 

– Identification of the most appropriate turf grass 
to use airside at Brisbane Airport 

– To reduce food supply and therefore 
attractiveness of the airside grasslands to birds 

• 2 year Masters Research Project with Griffith 
University (Prof Darryl Jones) & DEEDI (Lifestyle 
Horticulture Team, Redlands Research Station 
(R&D tax concessions, HAL funding?)



Grass Mono Project



Drainage Works



Other projects
• Nankeen kestrel population monitoring 

and capture/ relocation trial
• Offsite Australian White Ibis egg & nest 

removal program
• AWI and SNI GPS tracking program
• Feral animal control program
• Removal of airside stockpiles
• Stakeholder engagement:

– Ibis Management Coord Group
– DPI Fisheries & commercial fishers
– Osprey nest removal & lightpole

modification at aircraft hanger
• Dog trials
• Bird distress callers and hawk kites to 

be purchased this FY



New Parallel Runway



New Parallel Runway
• Final design for Phase 1 (civil works & dredging) 
underway

• Civil works phase to commence Sept 2012 – Jan 2013
• Dredge phase to commence early 2013
• Majority of clearing to occur in dredge phase:

– Mangroves (94ha)
– Saltmarsh (18ha)
– Casuarina (209ha)

• Wildlife hazard risk assessment performed in‐house, 
focusing on design & construction activities (phase 1)

• Operational ~ 2020



Achievements
• Senior Management Team and Board commitment
• Cooperation within Operations Group
• 3 year DMP from DERM (first in Qld)
• Monthly wildlife risk assessments
• Research projects and trials initiated 
• Increased focus on reporting
• AOC Training in WHM & bird ID
• No findings from recent airline audit ‐ commendations
• Reduction in high risk species strikes by 14% to FY 10
• Lowest high risk species strike rate in 3 years



Contact

• Wendy Weir, Biodiversity Coordinator 
• Email: wendy.weir@bne.com.au
OR
• Luke Harvey, Airside Coordination & Wildlife 
Manager

• Email: luke.harvey@bne.com.au


