


Strike History

SPECIES ACTION PLAN 3

FLYING-FOX
Pieropus species

CIA Risk Ranking: 3
CIA Risk Category: High
CIA 5yr Strike History”: 24 (2003-2007)

CIA Strike History: 87 (1983 - 2007)
CIA Multiple Strikes: 11 {1983 — 2007)
ClA Damage Raie: 34%
Mass: S24g

Avg numberon CIA: 7.4 [ f'fox survey (2006-2007)

ATSB Hazard Rank®: 4
ATSB Damage Rate*: 25.0%

Aincludes strikes recorded as 'Flying-fox' and 'Little Red Flying-fox'

“includes all flying-fox species reported to the ATSB
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Flying Fox Study
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Flying Fox Study
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Cairns Airport

Bird Watch Report | N0.2009/06

Condition: Severe — Flying Fox

Legend

Bird Watch condition SEVERE. Heavy concentration of birds on or
immediately above the active unway or other specific locations that represent

an immediate hazard to safe flying operations (>100 FF in a 10 min period).

Bird Watch condition MODERATE. Concentrations of birds observable in
locations that represent a probable hazard to safe flying operations (=50 and
<100 FF in a 10 min penod).

Bird Watch condition LOW_ Nommal bird actrvity on and above the airfield with
a low probability of hazard.

Bird Watch ALERT. Weather, time of day and seasonal condiions which
make an influx of birds onto the airfield likely.

Reissue date: 25 June | Review date: 29 June 09

09

Prepared By: Contact Details:
Name: Philip Clark Phone: 07 4080 6743
Position: Operations & Fax: 07 4035 9657
Standards Magr Mobile: 0412 770 791

Company: Caims Airport Pty | Email: phil.clark@caimsairport.com au
Ltd




Detalls
Location:

Flying Foxes over Rwy 15/33 and within Southern approaches (see attached
flight path map). Observed up to 300 ft over the airport at dusk.

Recent observations indicate that Flying Fox are crossing Rwy 12/33 south
of Twy BS and proceeding in a Norih-easterly direction during the evening fly
out.

Time of Day: (All imes local)

Any time between dusk and dawn there maybe 1solated Flying Foxes but
peak times are between 1800 fo 1830 hrs. Low numbers duning the return fly
in during the moming penod 0400 and 0600 hrs have also been observed.




Type and Number of Birds / Wildlife:

Observations on the night of Wednesday 24 June 2009 recorded
approximately 6500 Flying foxes in a 10 minute period with the peak
between 1820 to 1830 local time. This is a significant increase in Flying fox
numbers from the previous night when 300 were observed.

Flying Fox overflight of the airport occurred earlier this year and is related to
flowering of Melaleuca trees.

The Flying foxes depart from colonies south west of the airport and track
north crossing the airport at heights of approx 200 - 300 ft AGL

The fly out can occur anytime between 1700 hrs and 1915 hrs depending on
cloud cover and weather conditions, but peak activity has previously
happened in a 15 minute period between 1805 and 1820 hrs.
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Bird/wildlife management strategies implemented:

¢ Airport Safety Officers are monitoring the Flying Fox movements and

reporting the presence, numbers, direction and approx flying height via

Air Traffic Control to all arr and dep aircraft.

A Notam covering the presence of Flying Foxes has been issued.

A hazard report has been placed on the ATIS.

Airline operators are requested to advise aircrews by INTAM.

Cairns Airport Pty Ltd Apron Coordinators will provide fly out / fly in

advice to airline movement control 30 mins prior to expected peak time,

at the commencement of the peak period, and at the end of the peak
period.

e Should the mass fly outs reoccur, Airline operators are requested to
review their operating schedules during the peak fly in / fly out period.

o Pilots are requested to delay their arrival or departure on advice from the
Airport Safety Officer / ATC in the likely event of a peak fly out /fly in
occurrence.

¢ Should significant numbers of Flying Fox be reported, pilots are
requested to use full length departures when Rwy 15 is operational to

avoid Flying Fox crossing south of Twy B5. ’$



Issue of NOTAM
CNS Notam has been issued. Review date 28 June 09.

c0z227/09

BREVIEW C0224/0%

INCEEASED FLYING FOX ACTIVITY

APRX €500 OBSERVED CEOSSING SOUTHEEN END OF AIRPCRET DEG 10MIN

EVENING FLY OUT. FLIGHT DIEECTION SW TC NE UP To 300FT AGL.

EARLY MOENING FLY IN MOEE SCATTERED,

EEF BIERDWATCH REBORT 2005/0¢

FROM 06 250474 TO

DAEILY 1%30/2130 08200/0830







DAILY ACTIVITY UPDATES - VIA EMAIL

Subject: Update for CNS Bird Watch Condition Report Severe Flying Foxes 23 June 2009

Flying Fox numbers have reduced considerably, but because more than 100 were observed within a 10min period, BWC is
still Severe. | have amended the NOTAM to reflect last nights numbers shown in the table below.

If history is to go by, | would expect numbers to fall off over the next day or so. Safety Officers will continue to monitor and
count Flying Fox numbers, and report to ATC.

Time Number for | Number for | Number for | Number for | Number for
the 23rd the 24th | the 25th the 26th the 27th

1800-1805 0 0 0 0 0
1805-1810 0 0 0 0 0
1810-1815 0 0 0 0 0
1815-1820 150 0 0 0 0
1820-1825 150 4800 0 25 0
1825-1830 0 1700 700 260 14
1830-1835 0 58 12] 333 76
1835-1840 0 0 26 234 32
1840-1845 0 0 13 /6 8
1845-1850 0 0 4 |18 |
1850-1855 0 0 3 2 0
1855-1900 0 0 0 0 0




e Airservices Australia:

» Developed internal BWC Procedure
» Place hazard warning on ATIS
» Pass advice from Airport Safety Officers to aircraft

* Airlines:
» Carry additional fuel during Severe and Moderate BWC periods

» Authorise pilot discretion in delaying departure and arrival times
» Issue BWC reports internally through INTAMS




* BWC For Other Species at CNS:

» Migratory species - Pied Imperial Pigeons

» Seasonal occurrences of high risk species ie Black Kites, Ibis, & White Faced
Heron

* Relevance at Other Airports

» High risk species - mass fly outs — short durations — repetitive patterns
» No effective preventative methods
» Risk minimisations measures are possible

» Events where additional info benefit Airlines / aircraft operators

.




