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The Mackay Port Authority |
proactive approach to the elimination of
wildlife hazards at the airfield by continually

enhancing current practices and

management through the introduction of the
Mackay. Airport Bird Management Plan.
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: HAEITAT_ VIODIEICATIONS
Since 2001, Mackay Airport has undertaken
a variety of habitat modifications in an effort

to reduce bird attractiveness. However,
continual modifications of habitats at
Jlackay~Alrpert Is hecessarny.to ensure bird
— populaticnsiarercontinuallyAréduced.
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Amajor reshape of Runway 14/32 withrlaserlevellingiio.
Prevent water pending. Significant capital works have been”
~undertaken including laser-leveling of some grassed sections
ofithe airport installation of concrete-lined drains, all to
Improve drainage.
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ANNtredUCHOR oY,
RUAWay: 14732
= CAssecunty.fence 7800 meters in length has been installed

around the airport which limits to potential for mammals
such as wallabies and kangaroos to enter Airside areas.

In 2002 deactivation of runway lights at night when ever

possible to reduce the number of curlews, feeding on
INsects near runway lights

Mowing heights have been increased in, the flight strips.

Roost spikes have been placed In the roof of the terminal
pUIlding o reduce perching opportURIties e PIGEGHS
=L Viesh has heeniplacedioversome cllVerts to restrict

sallows from nesting: these were ineffectiver after heavy
rains.
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u Defection anad-Dispersal of
Hazards

siIs Tmportantthat Mackay
Alrport remains proactive in
the detection of bird and
wildlife hazards by continuing

ongoing bird counts, bird
patrols and fence inspections.

Runway inspections prior to all

RPI arrivals and departures

PESItioNing adjacent to the

OLICh down andNGIALIGNZONES
e bIe dIspersal
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management program which primarily:
Involved:

1. Monitoring, through bird- strike
reporting and conducting bird counts.

~ 2. Dispersal.and removalief birds: Withrssss
S pyretechnics and live shot
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=_Anenvironmentali consultant (Ecosure) has been
contracted by the authority to conduct an assessment of
wildlife hazards at the aerodrome, develop a Wildlife
Management Plan to manage these hazards and generally.
iImprove wildlife management activities at the aerodrome.

The contracted organisation is a well-established
consultant with mature wildlife management plans
Introduced into a number of airports within Australia.

nineductionefiBird Hazard Management Plan in
seconjunction With,Ecoshaw under th%ﬂustralian Airport
o ASsociationiemplatERICNST EASATapproved.
E—




%hé'—c‘)bjectives of the Mackay Airport Bird
Management Plan are to:

= |dentify and assess the risks posed by birds and wildlife to
aircraft operating at

= Mackay Airport via analysis of data collected ever several
years.

=_Detenmine.the. most appropriate means of treating and
Jnoenitering the rsks posed by blrds 2 wildiieray e —
__geveloplngJ@ngieM‘plans forrtheminimisation of birdland
Sndiiie populations on and' areund Mackay Allport.
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The objectives of the Mackay Airport Bird
Management Plan are being achieved
using the following methods:

= Active Management
= Passivelvianagement==

* Formation of a Bird Hazard
Management Committee
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= Active management technigues concentrate on the dispersal or
removal of wildlife from hazardous situations on airport.

Bird Dispersal - Bird and other wildlife dispersal methods currently
employed by Airport Safety Officers are live shot, pyrotechnics (bird

frite) and vehicle dispersal.

Culling — The use of live shot to lethally control individual birds on
airport.

"REQUIres firearm licensing and permits foriculling. Tihenewere
[EStrictions oni speciesiandithe guantity.permined to he culled.

ﬂésf'ﬁerhoval —No'birds should be permittediterbreed on ainport. All
nests should be removed as soon as practical.
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PASSIVE MANAGEMENT
= Passive management of airports and airfields generally focuses on the
“reduction off available food, cover and water. The advantages of passive

management are that it permanently reduces the carrying capacity ofi the
airport, offering a long-term solution.

Grass Management — Long grass maintained at 300mm effectively reduces
populations of grassland species such as Masked Lapwings and Australian

Magpies due to their inability to safely forage. Seed heads must be removed
regularly so as not to attract granivorous hird species or redents.

Buildings and Other Structures — The remoyval of all'nen-essential posts will
reduce perching opportunities. Built structures (such as towers, eaves etc)

IEEd terbe monitered i the breeding seasenrandiiffnesting,eecunsiSuchy..
'structures should beymodified to,eliminate acCESSHOMINAS.

-Shgllg-r-it'Cree‘R'ﬁentioh pasin by undertaking long-term, monitering as outlined
Irtherbird management plan.
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The alifport envirenment contalns 3 series of habitats which
ane.significant bird attractions:

= Grasslands

= Drainage

Built environment
Landscaped gardens

Slgnlflcant off-airport habitats identified:
Sporting Field
Shellgrit Creek retention basin
Shellgnit. Creek mouth
Racecourse
Northermi drainagessystemNaiaining intoihe rel’éH'l.’Bn pasin)
iz leiglel]
Borthwicks & Sons Abattoirs
= Pigeon exercising
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WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

In July 2006, the Mackay

Airport Bird and Wildlife
Management Committee was
QMEdy Tihis committee is an
excellent base; fromawhich; to
gEevelop mana Wfor |
aiens elirhighrrisk species at
ackay Alirport.




stakeholders who can influence the
management of bird populations on and

around Mackay Airport.

= The previous Damage Mitigatien Permit was found to
e teeestrictive.

= Approyvaliasiseughisforanuplimited permit which ™
.= was?ﬁ_ sequently app_roved as a result efithe
formation of the committee.
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THANK YOU




